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vince the latter of his own sincerity. Napoleon
answered with similar meaningless phrases but
then acted in so haughty and disdainful a manner
with regard to an alliance proposed by Hatzfeld
that the King and Hardenberg were driven over
into the camp of the patriots and consented to the
plans of Scharnhorst and of Bliicher with regard
secretly to extending the armaments. This un-
dertaking Napoleon himself now furthered in a
very surprising manner. Bent on increasing his
own garrison in Danzig beyond the number
stipulated in the treaty he invented the bogy of
an expected invasion by an English fleet and
instructed his ambassador to warn the Prussian
authorities to increase their vigilance. Scharn-
horst suggested drawing a cordon of troops along
the shore of the Baltic, and the French ambassador
could see no objection. But Bliicher was thus
enabled to concentrate his forces and take an
advantageous position near Colberg where he
threw up strong redoubts. But for such extensive
earthworks were not thousands of day-labourers
necessary? And who would be the wiser if these
were one and all "crimpers" or men who had
enjoyed a month at least of military training?
In order to allay suspicion these were chosen from
distant points. They were organised and learned
further military discipline while arms and equip-
ment were secretly prepared for their use. By the
end of August the Prussian army actually con-
sisted of nearly double the number of soldiers